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W only to that extent.

WASHINGTON.

“LIBERTY AND UNIUN, SOW AND FOREVER, ONE AND
INSEPARABLE."”

THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 1864.

LEGALIZED REPUDIATION.

We are glad to observe that Gov. Seymour, of
New York, addressed a special message to the
Legislature of that State, prior to its adjourn-
ment, rimonstrating sgeinst the non-payment
of the interest on the public debt in gold. He
urged that the measure would be inconsistent
with honesty; that if the State failed to meet
ita just obligations it would suffer lasting shame;
that in a pecuniary point of view it would lose much
more in its negotiationa for new loans tha: the
saving made on the interest; and that the proposed

policy would tend to weaken, if not destroy,‘

the credit of the General Government in foreign
markets.

The Buffalo Commercial Advertiser, a leading
Republioan paper, exp-esscd the hope that the re.
monstrance of Gov. Seymour might have the effeot
of checking ¢ the dishonest scheme,” and adds:

“Itis & lsmentable instanee of the lax morality which
is prevalent in monetary matters—induced no doubt by the
speculalive manis which infects sll olasses, the natural re-
wull of au epormous inflation of the eurrency—when our
legilatore esn consent to shipwreck the financisl credit of
the State for the paltry cousderation of e feoting & saving
of two or 'hree per cent. in the interest of the publioc debt.
We should put but little faith in the commercial integrity
of the men who advoeste this swindling measure. The
equities of the case are sv plainly in favor of payment in
cuin that it seems hardly worth while to argue the ques-
tion. Plaioly etated, the case stands thus: The State bor-
rowed & certain smount of money in go d, which it pro
mwized to repay after o certuin number of years, with in-
terest meanwbile at six per oect,, ' in the lawful surrency
of the United Stutes.! When it borrowed the money the
only lawful currency was gold and silver coin, aud in that
or its cquiva'ent, did the State receiveits loan. Did I‘t not
agree to pay io the same? Wan it contewpluted by either
borrower or lender that the law, making epecie the only
legal tender, would be chaoged so as to oblige the ereditor
to sceept paper instend?  Could the Stste have borrowed
the money upon the 1erms it did, bad such & change been
provided for in the bond? The legality of the measure is
put in question, for perfeot legality 18 nol synonymous with
perfect equity.”

In spite of the obvious considerations of justice
and expediency which argue against this phase of
legalized repudiation, the Legislature of New York
has adjourned without reconsidering its action in
this matter. The several steps hy which this de-
plorable lapse bas been reached are worthy of
recital. :

The Legislature of the State last year adopted
a concurrent resolution on the subject in the fol-
lowing words : '

“ Resolped, That the interest aceruing on so much of
the State debt on the first day of April as was oo the first
day of March, eighteen buudred snd sixty-three, held by
Eenunl residing out of the United States, and is still held

y them, be paid in gold -or its equivsleat.”

An appropriation was made for the purohase of
ooin to an extent sufficient to enable the Comp-
troller to pay in gold the interest on the stocks of
New York held Ly persons residing abroad, and
Although the resolution of
last year did not in terms forbid the payment of
the interest dae to creditors residing in this coun
try in coin, yet the abscnoe of any appropristion
for the purpose obliged the Comptroller to forego
such payment. Ia practice a distinotion was thus
made between the non-resident ereditor and the
resident creditor. '

This year the facile descent prepared by the
legislation of the preceding year ended in the

adoption of the following resolution :

“ Wheress all the stocks issued by this State wers made
payshle and « egitinble in this State: therefore

“ Resolved, 'Lnat no distinction sbould be made between
the toreign sod domestie holders of such bonds as to the
ourrency i which the principal and intereet thereon
should be paid.”

The designed effect of this measure was to
compel the Comptroller of the State to pay their
aceruing interest to both the foreign and domestio
holders of the Btate securities in depreciated
Tressury notes of the United States.

In the closing hours of the session of the Le-
gislature, Mr. Humphrey, s mewber of the
Senate, attempted to offr the following resolu-
tion ; but, it requiring unsnimous consent, and
objection being made, he could not do so :

“ Resoloed, (if the Assembly coveur,) That the interest
on the Btate debt, whieh bas lallen due since the first day
of Jununry lust, or which may fall due before the next

v wesson of the Legisiature, be paid in gold cvin, or ite

equivalent.”

‘The protest of Governor Seymour was laid
wpon the table by a vote of 14 yeas against 13
nays.

The New York Journal of Commerce, in com-
menting on this proceeding, remarks as follows:

“Governor Beymour bas exerted his utmost ability to
awe the State from the disgrace of repudistion, in
wesenge o0 this subjeot in plain and explicit He oould
mot weto gue proviewon to pay in greenbacks, for there
would then be ne paymeut at all.”

THE LATE SPEECH OF MR. HARRIS.

From the 8t. Mary's (Md.) Gazette.

Our readers, being the immediste constituents of Mr
Harrin, will doubtless expect to read his speech in this
issue of our paper, but the snnexed ormmunipation, we
presume, will satisfactorily account for our failure to

publish it :
Headguarters, Cavalry Detachment,
District of t. Mary's, Leonardiown, ( Md.)
April 12, 1864.
v : The Commnnding Officer of this dethehment desires
that you will not publish or make any sllusion in the bt
Mary’'a Gazotte to the tressonsble and diegraceful speech
of the member of Cougress from this distriot, delivered in
the House of Hepreseutatives on the 9ih instant.
I nm, wir, very respectiully, your obedient servant,
F. W. Dickison,
1st. Lieut , 5th eavalry, Act'g. Adjt.
19 the publisher and proprietor of the St. Mary's Gasette,
Laonardtown, Md.

MEDLESS 1HHAVOC AND WASTE.

We learn biam & eitizen of Maryland that the troops of
General Burnsiie, in their late march from Annapolis
to thisn eily, whin ppcamping for & night near the
Maryland Agricultord  College, burnt up nearly four
milen of fencing.  On bisaking up their eamp they left
behind them blankets, equipuents, and in some cases sven
arma. It etrikos un that there shopld be some reparation
made for fonoen thus destroyed, to the great detriment of
farming operations at this senson; wd it is obsious that
hiore should be aome military police to provant the waste
of woldiors’ equipments during an eany wareh, ¢ flacted un-
der crroumstances Lka that of Burnside's corps from An
napolis to Washington.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYING STEAMBOATS,

The Albany Knickerboekor (Rep.) snyn that the Govern
ment Ageots are seizing sl the a available on the
North nid Enst rivers, among whioh are the ** Thomas
Powell,” ** Connestiout,” the !mqnlor “ Danial 8, Miller,"
the new eteamer ** Magenta,” * Champion,” * John Die-

ney,"  Biate of Maine,” and ** Ma
R nm: nine,'" an tteawan.” This looks

The Mothodist Epucopsl Churoh in Double Oreek,
Qaoen Anne's county, Maryland, was firsd by some inosn-

THE CONSTITUTION FOR ALL TIMES.

It is common for men of u certain politioal school
to say that the limitations and reservations of the
Oonstitution, defining the rights of the individual
citizen, were meaut for a time of peace and not for
a period of war, like that upon which we have en-
tered. In reply to this view of the Constitution
Mr. Benator W.Ley holds the following language :

‘1t is for the integrity of the Coustitution, to restore
its power and suthority, that I uuderstand we are now
waging this terrible war  Its prosecution can be justified
on oo other consideration ; and we shall do well to take beed
to the fact that eivil war, beyond sll other causes, is fruit-
ful of pernicious and dangerous passions and sotipathies,
lending to s disregard of coostitutional obligations. The
sootional character of the rebellion adds snotber and etill
wore nn:?mt element to the inflummation of public sen-
timent ordinarily incident to revolts againat the civil au-
thority. And I thivk I utter no paradox when I ssy fur-
ther, that the mauifest justics of our eauss constitutes in
iteelf & source of danger. Justly exasperated at the wan-
tun wickedoess of the bad men who, in secking to over-
throw our wise and benignaut Government, have plunged
the country into all the sine and sorrows by which we are
surrounded, we are lisble to bs transported by a just avd
patriotic indignation beyond the limits of a lawiul resent-
wment. Aod now it is to be feared that corrupt wen, dema-
gogues, uoprincipled politiciens, will be resdy to avail
themeelves of thie patriotie execitement, and, under the
cover and pretext of a Loly zeal for the publie good, seek
to accomplish their own ambitious persvnsl ends in de-
fisnce of the law. Itisio times like this when written
organic laws become valusble. It was to meet such con-
tiugencies especially that our Constitution wre ordsived
In times of peace aud harmony and prosperity, when
there is little occasion or temptation to do wrong, but litile
restraint is required to prevent the commission of wrong

hen the sea is smooth and the wind is fair the vesscl
glides safely on with little attention to eompuss or rudder ;
but when tio tem rises and the waves roll bigh, and
especially when orew mutinies, then it requires &
steady, true hand at the helm, apd the trumpet of the com-
wander should utter no uncertain sound 8o I may eay
now, when the great deep of the human passions 18 con.
vulsed snd lashed into phrenzy and tumalt by the shocks
of battle, the nation’s life depends upon s firm and unfalter-
ing ndheience to the Constitution. Thia is the great sheet-
anchor of the national safety. Nothing else oan enable us
to outride the storm that is bnfng upon us."”

L

THE DANO-DUCHIES QUESBTION.

Our Paris correspondent, under dateof the 15th
instant, writes :

“ A tremendous bombardment is going on at the seat of
war in the North. Meantime a new faature is developing
itself in the approaching Conference. There sesms no
doubt that the French representatives will be instructed,
under certain circumstances, to propose that the Duchies
be called upon to decide for themselves, by universal suf-
frage, to what pation they chose to belong, Germany or
Deomark, and by whom they will be governed. This pro-
position, bowever, will only be made, it is eaid, in case the
treaty of Loudon be thrown overboard. But, as there cun
be little doubt about the latter fagt, the probability is that
the French policy will come into operation. What re-
ception it will meet with remaios to be seen.

APPOINTMENTS CONFIRMED.

The Benste yesterday confirmed nominations to office
by the President as follows :

Col. 8. Thayer, late of the Corps of Engineers. U. B.
Army, to be Brigadier General by brevet.

To be Brigadier Generals of Volunteors.
Col. H. Burnham, 6ih Majoe Vole.
Col. E. M. MeCook, 2d Indiana Vols.
Col. Lewis A. Grant, 5th Vermont Vols.
Col. Edw. Hateh, 2d Iowa Vuls. "
J. C. Redfield to be Receiver of Public Moneys at Hum-
boldt, Kansas.

BLOCKADE RUNNERS,

The Navy Department has received information of the
capture of the schooner Three Brothers by the steamer
Nita, off the coast of Florida, and the sinking and entire
loss of the blockade-running schooner Wild Pigeon. The
last named vessel was discovered by the steamer Hendrick
Hudeson, snd as she was neared she suddenly steered di-
reectly across the Hudson's bows, and, in spite of all that
could be done, the Hudson struck her directly amidships.
staving the whole side in, and sinking her in three minutes,
All the erew came abosrd the Hudson, exeept one man,
who jumped overbosrd and was drowned. The damage
to the Hudson was very slight. The Wild Pigeon was
bound to 8t. Marks, ander rebel papers, and she had the
rebel flag on board.

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION.

The New York Tribune of Tuesday publishes the fol-
lowing letter to the National Republiean Committes,
urging them to postpone the National Convention until
the firet day of next Beptember :

New York, Manon 256, 1864,

To the National Ezecutive Committee of the Umion awd
Republican Partics,

GeNTLEMEN : The undermgned friends of the Govern-
ment and supporters of the present Administration re.
spectfully suggest to you the propriety of reconsiderin

our recent action ealling & Convention of the Union an
publioan parties at Baltimore, on the 7th day of June
next, to nominate a eandidate for President of the United
Btates for the ensuing term.

In the opinion of the undersigned, the eountry is not
now in & position to enter into s Presidential contest. 1t s
very important that all parties friendly to the Government
shall be united in support of a siogle eandidate, and that
when a selection shall be made it shall be sequissced in
by all loyal sections of the country, and by all branches of
the loyal party. It is equally clear that such unanimity
eannot at present be obtained, and it is not believed that
itean ba reached as early as the day named by you for the
National Counvention.

Upon the result of the measures adopted by the Admin-
istration to finish the war during the presest spring and
summer will depend the wish of the people to continue
in power their present leaders, or to change them lor
those from whom they may expect other and more satis-
factory reaults

Whatever time may ba gained will be an advantaga to
the eountry, ionsmuch as it will sllow of the forming of a
better informed opinion on these subjects.

In the opinion of the undersigned, whatever will tend to
lessen the duration and aliay aerimooy of the Presi
dential strife, which 1s always exciting -.n: disturbing in
proportion to the length of the canvase, will be an advan-
h}o to the country.

o pariods of war and great aivil revulsions time is reck-
oned by events, and months are as years io the periods of

With a pure and patriotic desire to serve the best in
teresta of the country, and jn the belief that they will be
beat served by a postponement of a politigal convention to
the Intest day possible, we respeatfully ek that you will
reconsider your action, and name a day for the sssembling
of the National Convention not earlier than the first day
of September next.

Bupoerﬁulivnur obedient servants,

. C. Brysat, Willinm K. 8trong,

. Hell;!o. Wm. Curtis Noyes,
George P. Putoam, Lorenzo Bherwood.
George Opdyke.
New York State Semators.
A . Bailey, . James A. Bell,
Albert Hobbs, James M Cook,
Charles J. Folger, N. M. Allen,
Wilkes Angell, 8. T. Hayt,
Daniel H. Cole, Cheney Amos,
F H. Hastiogs, D. 8trong,

W, Laimbeor, jr. Frederiek Juliand,
E. Coruell, R. H. Low, Contestant.
The Tribune says : ** The above list contains the names

of two-thirda of the Unionists chosen to our przsent State
Benate. Others, who would doubtless have signed, were
not in Albsny when the sbove signatures were given. We
understand that but two Seoators dechined to affix their
m.li

How, James K. MOORHEAD has been renominated by
poglsmation to the Thirty-ninih Congress from the Twenty
second distriet of Pennaylvauia. Mr. Moorhead was firat
nominated to the Thirty-sixth Congross, sfter a close
contest, and hin constitusnte have shown their apprecia-
tion of the services of a faithful public servant by sucees-
sive unanimous renominations—a fact oreditable alke to
the representative and his coostitusney. Hiacollengue,
the Hon. Thomas Williame, from the y-third dis-
triot, received the nomination of Allegheny county, aleo
by acelamation. Armetrong and Butler countiss belong to

diary on the 16ih 1natant, and entirely destroyed,

hie distriot, but have not yet voted.

CONGRESS—WEDNESDAY,

BuThe BENATE was on Wedoesday mainly engaged with
the bill to provide a national currency secured by United
Btales bonds. The immediate question was on an amend-
ment, reported from the Committes ou Finance, which pro-
poses to impose on Baoks a tax of one-half of one per cent,
on their eirculation, one-fourth of one per cent. on their
deposits, sud one-fourth of one per cent, on their espital
beyond that which is in United States bonds; but pro-
viding that States, muunicipalities, and counties mny tex
the shaves of & bank beld by iudividuals er corporations
the ssme as other private means. Mr. PoMenoy moved
to smend this smendmwent by strikivg out the proviso in
regard to Btate and municipsl taxation, and insert & pro®

-vieo that nothing in this set shall be construed ss exempt-

ing the enpital stock beyond the smount invested in
United States bonds snd deposited as security for circu-
Iation from being subjest to Btate and municipal taxes, the
sume as other personal property where the association is
loeated. This amendment was debated at considerable
lengih, sfter whioh the further consideration of the sub-
Jeet was postponed until to-day, and the Benate pro-
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business.

The House oF REPRESENTATIVES was oooupied all
day with the revenue bill. Many amendments wers made,
awong them one requiring commereial brokers to pry a tax
of twenty-five dollars per yesr, without regard to the ex-
tent of their busivess. The bill will come up for action
in the House to-day.

HISTORY OF THE FORGED LETTERS.

An article in our paper of yesterday, copied from the
Ciocinnati * Commereial,” stated briefly the fact that two
letters read in the House of Representatives on the 19th
instant, impeaching the loyalty of two Representatives in
the lust Congress from the Biate of Indinoa, were forgeries.
Wie now learn that these forgeries were not eommitted
with any criminal intent,

The letters are as follow—the name having been sup-
pressed in the copies presented to the Houss lost their
publication might bring Mr. Rankin in trouble:

? RockviLiy, (Isp,) Jury L4, 1863,
MHW Gen. John C. Breckinridge.

EAR SIR: I take great pl in ding to your
fuvoruble acquaintance the bearer, ¥r. Oliver 8. Ravkin, of
Gresucasile, in this State.  He wishes to visit the South, and
n t be eubject to any danver from such a visit. Mr Runkin
was connected with the army for some mouths as a quarter-
muster of the 10th Indiing Voluuteers, but resi imme.
dintely after the evacustion of Coriuth by car forces, and has
had no sympathy or connexion with the army since. An
duty he may «gree to perform you moy rely upon it tiat it
will be tnithfully done. Auy favor showa him will be re-
ciprocated by me whenever any oprortuaity offers.

I am, General, yours, with much re pect,
Joun G. Davis.

Grexxcastre, (Isn.) Jurr 1, 1853,

Dxar Sir: I take this method of introducing to yonr fa-
vorable coneideration Mr Oliver 8. Ruukin, a resdent of
thia pluce Mr Kankin wishes to enter the sarvice of the
South in some capacity so that he can be of some as istar ce
to your cause. 1 can eafely recommend him to yon us an en-
ergetic ar d Iuithfol man in any ea: acity you may place him,
and I know that he can be of viluable assigrunce to you.
Mr Raokin was for some time convected with the Union
army, but became disgn ted with the party in power, and re-
.lgnad in consequence thereof. An{ofavrnr thut may be
8

own him will, I am satistied, never be betrayed.
Lam, G I, very respectfully, your obedieut rervant,
D. R. Fckris.

To Gen. J. C. Breckinridge, C. §. A.

THE SERVICES OF MR. RANKIN.
The followiog sccount of Mr. Rankin and of the writing
and purpose of the foregoing lettera is evpied from the Iu-
dinnapolis Sentine] :

“ Oliver B8 Raunkin, the person introduced by theee lot-
tors, was well kuown in this State. Io the three months'
service he was employed ax & bugler by Col. Manson.
Afterwards, in the three years' servies, be was appointed
quariermaster of the Teuth Indisoa Regiment, and when
Col. Mavson wae promoted he beosme brigade quarter-
master under him. He is represented to huve beou a fine
officer—brave, dashing, and reckless. Bubsequently, un-
der Gen. Rosecrans, he was employed as & spy. In that
character he had crossed thriee into the regrl lines and
obtain+d vsluable information. Tha last time be eame
from rebaldom it was in the charaoter of & rebel mail ear-
rier. He was tall, with an eoduring frame, and mentaily
of the keonest penetration. When here last Ju'y he hnd
tha appearance of a Boutnern fire-eater; with long hair, &
planter's hat, and grey soit, be looked the ehursctior well.
At that ti e the letters which purport to enme from Jobn
G Davie and D R. Eckles, introducing Rsnkin to Jobn
C. Breckinridge, were prepsred. They were written st
tha clerk’s de k in the office of Little's Hutel, in this city
John G Davis snd Delsna K. Ecklea bad no more kn w-
ledge of the matter, had no more to do with writing or
suggesting them, thao Abraham Lincoln. They wers not
in the oity at that time Raokin was then about to start
on what be considered & perilous trip. He so e xpressed
himselfl to bis friende bere. He told them he did not ex-
pect to get through slive, and remark+d that some day th-y
would read an extract from some rebel paper announcing
that auother Yankee epy had becn bung. He knew that
Mewars Davis and Eckles bad been well acquainted with
Breckintidge, und the letters were written with the hope
that they would aid him in case he should be arrested or
his charaoter suspeoted. And it was his intentioo, if be
had returoed in sslety, o have destroyed them. He so
stated to a friend here.

“In eorroboration of .what we state, we produce the
statement of Mr. J. McD. Hayn, who bas been office
elerk in Little's Hotel for two years past, and who is
well known a8 & young gentleman of striet integrity
and verncity. Mr. Hays bas long been an iotimate friend
of Ravkin's. As will be w2en, he was present when the
letters were written ; be read them after they were
written, and he knows them to be bogue. He prononnces
them such, and that Messre. Davis and Ecklea hed no
kuowledge or complicity in the matter whatever  Other
parties were present at the time and are ecoguizaot of
these facte.

STATEMENT OF MR. HAYS.

The und-reigned was well acquainted with Oliver §
Rankin., The lnat time I saw him was st Little's
Hotel in this city, in July, 1563. T bave read the letters
read by General Garfie.d in the United States House of
Rapresentatives, dated July, 1863, purporting to have
been written by Hon, Jobn G. Davis aod D. R. Enkles,
(or Eckels,) introducing ssid Ruokin to J hn C. Breck-
inridge, & general in the rebel army. To mwy know-
ledga those letters were written in the office of
Little'a Hotel. 1 saw them written., Neither John
G. Davis nor D. R. Eokles bad sny participation in or
knowledge of the matter whatever, The said Rankin was
aeling in the capacity of & spy. He bad ns suefi erossed
the rebel lires three times The Isst time bis friends
heard from Ran'in was three daye before the battle of
Chickamau: s, & i then he was st Bragg's headquarters,
and they no w suppose him to be dead.  The object the said
Rankin hud in view in writing the letters referred to was
to mid bim n o e he should be arrested by the rebels, ae
he thought 1 ue 1 1e' ters would recommend him to the rebel
authorities in puch sn event, and belp conceal his true
character.

I make thin statement as a matter of justice to Mesars,
Rankin aod Eckles, whom I know, but with whom [ have
no political sympsthy. It was the purpose of Rankin to
have destroyed the letters named above if be had returped
in nfnl.l{..

Mr. Raokin was a staunch Union man and an exoellent
officer.  Hin daring and bravery had received mAny eom-
mendations from bis superior officers.  Gen. Manson som-
plimented him very highly in his official report for his ser-
vices nt the battie of Mill Bprings. J. Me. D. Hays,

Governors Brouau, of Ohio; MorToN, of.[n-
diana; YATEs, of lllinois, and STong, of Wiscon-
gin, aro on & visit to this eity.

MILITARY AND CIVIL APPOINTMENTS.

The following nominations of the President bave been
Iately confirmed by the Senate :

Brigadier Genersl James B. Steedman, of the TToited
States voluntesrs, to ba mujor general of the volunteer
I;-:;s:. sgreeably to the nomiuation, eonfirmed April 20,

William Kellogg, of Illinois, to be minister resident of
the United Bht::‘to UHuatemain.

Bolomon P'. MeCurdy, of Missouri, to be an sssosinte
justion of the Bupreme Court of the Territory of [tah.

George W. Wood, of New York, to be consul of the
Unitod States at Musost.

George C. Taylor, of New York, to be eonsal of the
United States at Cairo, Egypt.

Jubn G. Hinekley, of New York, to bo consul of the
United States at Nasanu, New Providenos.

Cburles C. Beholes, John R. French, and James R.
‘Ridurly‘.’_ta botdirm;t t:: mluiomn for the insurree.
ionary distriet of Nor! ina, an provided b of
Congress approved June 7, 1862, , s

A Rart oN Fire.—A fow days winoe & raft wan dis-
coverad to be on fire while passing down the Susquehanna
river. Porsons from the shore Aoslly renshod her, when
they found three men on board, one burned to a erisp and
the other two insensible. Nothing eould be learned of
thet; but it is supposed that the raft took firs while they

were aslecp or under the influence of liquor,

SOUTHERN MILITARY NEWS.

From the Rickmond Enquirer of April 19th.

A geotleman who left Maryland sbout ten days 8go
brings us some interesting information from that quarter.
He recently visited the camp of Gen. Burnside, st Auna-
polis, where he encountered four thoussud two hundred
tents, and learned that the forees smounted to about thir-
ty thousmod wen  The transports to convey thew to their
propesed destination had not arrived, but were expected
every day. Mosuwhile the organization of the expadition
was progressing with great inrln-tr{.v The opinion pre-
vatling in Annspolis, Biltimore, sud Washington indieated
the Jsmes river as a basis of operation for this forwidable
diversion. Burnside is to land u short distance below
Drury Biufl, which he is to take by ssssult, whilst Meade
sdvances on Pptersburg. Troops have been pouring
through Baltimdre for the past two months. The regi-
menta ure spoken of as full, thongh of indifforent material,
The Yusokees, so far as our informsnt had opportunitiss of
aoquuninting himeell with their private views, universally
agreed that the present was the last campaign in Virginia.
If Graut should suffor a defeat ** the game was up.'’

VIEWS OF THE APPROACHING CAMPAIGN,

With what will the President electrify the country be-
fore the meeting of the next Cougress, which assembles
now in less than thirty days? Will it be Maximilian's re-
eognitin?  Will it be France and England eombining to
ruise the blockade? Will it be a victory? Of all the
good mews that the President could ecommunieate, a vie-
tory would most electrify his fellow-citizens and most de-
press the public enemy.

Grant is said to be planning another ““ on to Richmond,”
with Bmith and Burnside upon our flanks and rear. The
vast preparations for the eampaign sre duly notified to our
authorities; indeed, so publicly is the concentration being -
made, s0 ostentatious are the enemy of all their arrange
ments, that one cannot but doubt if theee indieations are
not designed to deceive. The press of the United Stat-s
bave duly advised us of the reorganization of the Army of
the Putomue, and so circumstantially and fully that it was
no difficult matter to correctly estimate its effective
strength. Gen Burnside writes letters, which ars pub-
hiebed in the New York papers, that be is preparing a com-
mund for esrly active operstions, that Anuspolis in his
rendezvous, und we are further ioformed that North Car-
oling is his destination.

Gen. Bmith hus been carried to Fortress Monroe in the
most public manner, accompanying Gen. (irant, and the
two corps that be is to command in an expedition up the
Pevinsula sre published in the principel journuls of the
country, and these mast obligingly brought to our authori.
ties by 'he enemy’s flag.of-truce boat. If no efforts have
been made to concenl these preparations, certainly none
have been taken to prevent our learning them; for the
flag of-truce boat has regularly delivered full files of the
pupers that were known to contain them. Why, then, has
this publicity been given to preparations that all military
experience tesches should be most sedutously kept secret?

Can & be supposed that Gen. Grant is so oonfident of
success that, like the Carthaginian General, he would pre-
for to fight two armies to falling wpon one? Is it to be
supposed that he has been so intoxicated by success that
be despises the ususl precautions which the rudiments of
military science demand! We ean bardly think so. nor
will the suthorilirs of the Confederate States be deceived
by this shallow device.

We have no evidence of concentration on our part—no
puseage of troops from one department to another. Beau-
regard atill watches the enemy from the fortifications of
Charleston, or secks a fight in the swamps of Florida.
From Bouthwestern Virginis we bear rumors of meve-
ments into Keotucky aod Tennessea. Piokett and Whit-
ing atill holl their positions in Nerth Carolina, and the
“&ll is quirt™ on the Rapid Ann is unbroken by even a
rumor.  What «fforts, then, are being made to meet this
threatened sdvance I We can only eonelude that newspa-
per strategy and editorial eampsaigns have failed to make
that impreseion which tak=s action, and that our authori-
tiee, in posseseion of better information, are biding their
time, aud holding positions which, like that of Bouthwest-
ern Virginia, is & point from which an advance can be
made right through the centre of the enemy’s lines, and
into the very heart of his territory, putting in jeopardy the
8t te of Keatucky, turniog sll positions in East Tennesses,
and, like Broge's enmpaign, throwing the enemy buok
upon the Oblio, by threatening Cincinoati and Louisville,

THE FORT!FICATIONS AT SHREVEPORT.

We bad the pleasure yesterday of sn interview with
Capt. John W. Hinsdale, of Gen. Holmes' Btaff, who has
just arrived from Shreveport, Louisiana, and from whom
we obtain rome Inte snd interesting Trans Missiasippi in-
telligence. Captain Hinsdale left Shreveport on the 224
ultimo, at which time the place was garrisoned by a suffi
cient foree to hold it sgninst the exproted attark Tha
fortifications are complete and very extensive, the natural
advantags of the place, which are considersble, bavirg
been improved on by much engineering ekill and Iabor
The riyer st Shreveport is about three hundred yards wide.
The opposite bauks are low and the soil a0 boggy as to
prevent an advance from that side. Our batteries are
sufficiently elevated to secure plunging ehote against the
iron-clads, aud the guus are of heavy calibre and well
mounted.  In addition to these defences, the river is ob
structed to such an extent that the fleat eannot ndvsnce
on the town without much difficulty and delay as well an
danger. The garrison is provisioned for a siegs of six
monthe ; the treo s are in the best of spirits, and repose
unlimited evnfidence in Gen. Smith. The Trans Micgis-
#ippi army was never ia better condition. Many deser-
tions have place within the past year, it is true, but the
practios bus ceassd nnd the army, now thoroughly weed-
od, teated, and harmonious, and, under a favorite leader,
ia prepared for vietory.

Gen. Hulmes has been relieved from duty in the Arkan.
rs district at bis own request, and reports to Richmond
for orders  Gen. Sterling Price assumes command of the
department vacated by Gen Holmes. He has a fine com-
mand of brave and enthusinstio troops. Tha forees of
Banks, in the expedition, are estimated at twenty-two
thousand men. The gunboats, a~cording to the statements
of the enemy, are twenty in number,

THE FREXCIH TOBACCO,

The French tobaceo stored in this eity, and which will
soon be shipped to Europe, consists of betwaen seven and
eight thousand hogehends, il of which is of fine quality,
snd worth seversl millione of dollars. To tranaport it
away at once will require seven or eight shipa, and it e
said that the requisite pumber will be at City Point in &
day or two. The quist manner in which the Yankea Gov-
ernment backed dowo from ite refusal to permit this to
bacco to pass the blockade shows Lhe stamine of Yankee
pluck befure the expressed demands of Franes, sod testifics
with equal foree to the eave in policy of th t same nation
npon any emergevoy wherever the opposing Power bas
pluek enough iteolf to pursue its demands with even decent
persistency, It has been the custom of the French Gos-
ernment to purchase two years' lupr?y of tobaseo ot a
time, and keep always two years' supply ahead. The last
supply was evidently giviog out, snd as tobacco 1 one of
the necessarics of & Frenchman's existence, it would hardly
have been wise, or even judiciously brave for the Yankee
Government to have sluck to its determination of pro
hibiting ita exportation from Riebhmond. The Confederate
Government guivs by the operation the export duties, and
maintsins ite prestige for fair dealing,

THE LATE PROVOST MARSHAL OF BALTIMORE.
ApJUTANT GENERAL'S OPPIOR,
Washington, April 25, 1864,

Col. Willinm H. Fish, First Connecticut oavalry, has
been convieted by court martial of eonduet prejudieial to
good order and military diecipline in baviog made a frand.
ulent olnim against the United States, and recsived pay-
ment for n horse lost in the military servioe claimed an his
personal property, but belonging to the United States
Goverument ; appropriativg to his owan use and benefit
goods seized by him while neting as Provost Marshal of
the Middle Department ; delivering up & large sam of
money in his possession e Provost Marshal to a person
elaiming it s his property, and eorruptly recsiving in con
sideration of thus delivering it up the sum of two hundred
dollnrs or thereabouts ; in having eausad the Gavernment
brand to be removed from a Government horse, and then
solling the same as hin own property ; also, of using falee
necounts and vounehers, knowing the same to contsin false
statements, for the purposs of ubtaining an approval of
fulse elnims agsinst the United States, sonteary to the
atatute in wuch onne made and provided

The Court sentenced said Col Fish to be cashisrad, to
forfeit to the United States all pay and allowances due
and to become due to him from the United States, and o
pay to the United Statea a fine of five thowsand dollars,
nod to be impriscned in the penitentiary, st Albany, New
York, or in such other place as the Seeretary of War shall
diraet, until such fine shall be paid : provided, that such
imprisonment shsll oot ba less than one year.

The foregoing sentence has been approved by the Secrs-
tary of War, and Albany, New York, designated as the

Inca of confinement, which bas been approved by the

resident. E. D TOWNSEND,
Awa't Adj't General,

The Ohio Statesman has an agcount of & mob in Green-
ville, Dark oounty, (Obio ) on Monday, the 15th instant,
during which the law ofos of the Hon, Wm. Allen, sn
Ex-Senator in Congress and a ** Damooral,” was nssailed
and gotted, and Mr Allen himaelf suffered violence The
Stateaman charges the reaponeibility of the disturbance
upon “ Abolition faonties,” * Loyal ors, aod ' deun-

ken soldiera.” No other parlioulars are given,

THE DEBT OF THE UNITED STATES.

The following statistios of the debt of the
United States are ocontained in the ourrent num-
ber of Hunt's Merchants’ Magazine :
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This presents a very interesting chart of the Treasury
movements. In the first fifteen days of March it appears
$7,000 000 have been deposited at five per cent. with the
Treasury under five per cent. temporary loan head. There
have been issued $400 000 fractional notes, $9,000,000
ooe year legal-tender, and $20,000,000 of two year lagal-
tender ; meking an increase of $99,400,000 in flostiog
paper, or very nearly $2 000000 per day. At the same
lime the ‘“‘suspended requiritions” have increased
$19 640461 45. These probably embrace the army pay
due on the first of March.
The seven thirty notes decreased, it appears, §708 745,
and the twenty-year bonds increased §708 500, showing
the conversion of the former into the latter under this law.
The meaos of the Depurtment in that fifteen days were
then rs follows:
Raceived on depomt, 5 per cent............. $7 018,626
One year legal-tender notes fssued........... 8.740,000

Two year legnl-tender notes issuned.......... 20,079,383
Fractional currency.....oveveeerveen.cnnnas 427 600

¥

Total means.........eeeee e eeann nnen. $36 265 609

Unpaid requisitions.-....cocevvireceneanen. 30,640,416
Total inerease fifteen daye. .............. <. §$75.903,025

Almost the sole dependence for this expenditure were,
it appears, the legal-tender notes, of which the two-yesr
issucs were stopped by the following order, thus leaving
the one year notes alone to meet the daily wanta of fully
two millions per day : :

TREASURY OF TuE U§ITED STATES,
Washington, Tussday, March 14.
Subseriptions having bsen received for the total smount
of'two-yesr five par cent. Treasury notes with coupons at-
tached, which it is proposed to 1ssue, you will please re-
ceive no deposits on socouut of such notes after the re-
ec1pt of this notice. F E. BriNNER,
Treasurer Uuited States.
There were then waued some new two year notes besr-
ing interest, five par eent , paysble st the maturity of the
note.  On the 95th of March a new loan was offared under
the law of March 3, 1864, being a five per cent. 10.40
year stock.

It appenrs from the above statement of debt that the
amount which bears gold interest is 704 202,812, and the
annosl interest is 45 562 168  The largest smount avar
obtained from the customs was, last year, 269 050,642 In
1558 the smount was $43,000,000. The ivcreass of the
public debt bas been as fullows : :

Debt.  Increascperday.
ceemee $504 526 409

esws 10OS 793 181 #1619 300
1,262,113 559 13 0200
1,680 201,774 2,157,160
The sppropriations for the year ending! July 1 are over
$1,300 000,000, and the present laws sutborize $1 100,
000 000 of gold interest debt, Henes the expenses of the
next seven mooths are likely to be as much as for the
Inst six months, viz : $2,157,150 per day, which will give
an increase of $453,001,500 in the debt, and this must be
derived either from more paper or gold interest debt. In
the lutter case, $27,000,000 will be added to the gold in-
terest, and four and a hall million to the sinking fund,
making & demand, within the next twelve monthe, of
$85,000,000 in gold.

July 1. 1862........
July 1, 1063 ... ._..
Septewber 30, 15 =
Mareh 15, 1564.... .......

GEN. F. P. BLAIR.

—

On Saturday the President amigned Msjor Gen. Blair,
of Missouri, to the command of the SBeventeenth ( MePher-
#on's) Army Corps, now in the Dspartment of the Missis-
sippi, nod ho left this eity on Sundny eveniog to join his
command, :

Alter the speech of Gen. Braix on Saturday, following
the report of the select commictes of the House of Repre-
sentatives axonerating him from the charges reproduced
by Mr. MeClurg, seversl members of the House and other
personsl friends of Gen. Blair repaired to Galt & Bro's
eatablishment aud purohased a sword, with » solid silver
sonbbard, and a belt, sssh, and spurs, costing in all five
bundred . dollars, which were presented on Baturday even-
ing to the General at his lodgings.

Col. Morrison, s Representative in Congress from Illi
nois, in presentiog this handeoma teatimonial, snid that it
gave him great plessurs to be able to ssy to Gen. Binir
that it was the gift of a few of his personal friends repre-
sentiog diffi-rent politieal parties, but all earnest Union
men, sod all in fgvor of & speedy supprossion of the rebel
lion. It was but » slight acknowledgment on their part
of the gallsut services rondered by Gen. Blair in defence
of the Union,

Geo. Blsir repliod that he was very much gratified to
receive such a gift, especislly from the bands of Col. Mor.
rison, who never yielded up but one sword which he bad
drawn in defence of the country, and then not until obliged
ta do wo by dissbility from wounds recsived in battle &
Fort Donelson. @Gen. B. concluded by announeing ki
intention to leave the city immediately to resume commend
in the Army of the West.

NORTHWESTERN MILIIIA CALLED OUT.

On Baturday Governors LEwis, of Wisconsin; YaTes,
of Illinvis; Stoxe, of lown; MorToN, of Indisos;
Broven, of Ohio, and Braig, of Michigan, juintly ten-
dered the President of the Unitad Ststes one hundred
thousand troope, to serve one hundred days; to be clothed,
armed, and equipped by the United States Government,
the men to be raised within the limits of 1he several North-
western States oamed. This proposition was accepted by
the President, and the Secretary of War waa subsequantly
instruoted to receive these troops. Four or five of the
above-named Governors issued their State proclamations
in this cily, anl seat them forward on Saturday.

This movement on the part of the Northwestern States,
whose several quotas under previous calls are filled, is an
act of patrivtinm worthy of the imitation by other States
of the Union. The first proposition made to the Govern-
ment by the Northwestern Glovernors was that the Presi-
dent isaue his proclamation for one hundred thoussnd six
months’ men, but, owing to difisulties that eould not be
immediataly overcome, they-agreed to maka the proposi-
tion first sbove meationed, and which we are glad to be
nble to atate has bean ncoepted. It is believad by the dis-
tinguished gentlemen who have tendered this new anxilinry
fores that they will be able to raise it within twenty five
daye. This new army will garrison all the posts sod forta
on the frontier and in the rear of aetiva operations, thus
enabling the veterans now doing post and garrison duty

to join our armies in the field.— Rep.

NEWS BY TELEGRAPH.

LATEST DESPATCHES:

FROM CHATTANOOGA,

CHATTANOOGA, APRIL 24 —0p Friday morning, st day-
bresk, the rebels spproached cur outer videttes, in Nicka-
jack Gap, and were challsnged, and one shot by the sentinel,
who retreated on the mouuted reserve. They sttacked
the reserve in lurge force, eapturing twelve nud killing
four.  Four of the wousded were killed after falling into
the bandw of the rebels, but their budies we-e recovered.
Our cavalry foree wus sbout forty, and belonged to Minty's
command, Bowe of our wounded made affidavit that they
were fired ai by the rebels while lying upon the grouand in
their blood.

Oa Friday morning fifty rebals erossed the railway near
Charleston, but did uot disturb the track. They were pur-
suel by our cavalry, snd twelve wers eaptured.

The regulsr complement of rebel dessrters arrive
daily.
--—-—‘).—_.._

EUROPEAN NEWS,

New York, APriL 27.— 'he steamsbip City of New
York has arrived from Liverpool April 13th,

In the House of Commons on the 12ch instant the Mins
istry were defested by a majority of eight votes on the
minor educational question.. :

Garibaldi was received in London with mueh enthu-
sissm. He visited Lord Palmerston, and staid an hour ;
also, Mr. Stansfield, who was implicated in the recent
conspiracy.

‘The Morning Herald says that Lord Clarendon’s mire
#ion to Puris is to restore smicable relations snd dispel
Napoleon's irrilation against England.

The Ewmperor Maximiliau’s benlth is improved. It is
stated that he will leave Mirawsr en routs for Mexico on
the 14th of Aprik He bhas wade sundry diplomatic and
ministerial sppointments, :

The Prussians eoutinued & vigorous bombardment of
Duppel. It was reported that the Uanish fire Whe very
weak. Beveral batteries have been silenced.

A Flensburg despatch snys that the Diues are prepar-
ing to evacuate the eotrenchments.

The Prussians in Jutland bave sdvanced further north
ward. They drove the Danes out of Horseus after a short
engagement.

The Conferencs bas not yet assemblad at Londou.

LivERPOOL, APRIL 14.—The bombardment of Duoppel
continues vigorously. An unsuccess'ul attempt has been
made to nesault the place. It is stated tbat the Danes
have shown signs of retresl. Maximilian is better, sud
will probably sail for Mexico on the 14 h.

The Couference has not yot assembied.

The Unlted States frigate Jamestown was at Maocao at
lateat dates.

THE FRENCH TOBACCO IN RICHMOND.

New YORK, APRIL 27.—A despateh from Fort Moaroe
says that the steamer Greyhound has been sout up
the James river to City Puint to order duwn the two
French steamers and two sailing vessels which recently
went up there after the tobscco belonging to the French
Government. The vessels wouid be back in Hampton
Roads to-day, it is said, without any tobaeco.

—i)

MARYLAND CONVENTION.

BALTIMORE, APRIL 27.—The Counstitutional Conven-
tion nusembled st Annapolis to-day at noon. Haory H.
Goldsborough, the Comptroller of the Treasury, aod one of
the first chsmpions of emancipation in the Siate, was
elected President, receiving the unanimous vote of the
Union members. The Democrsts did not vote. Four-
teen of the Demoerats elected did not tuks their seats:
It is not known whether tbey will do so or not.
P

LATEST FROM THE ARMY IN LOUISIANA.

81. Lours, ArrIL 25 —Uuiro datas to yeaterday, res
erived here by mail, atate that the steamer Voo Phul, from
Now Orleans on the evoniug «f the 15:h iusiant, bad ar-
rivad thers

It seems to be ganerslly cono~d=d tist the batiles in
Louisiava have beeu sgaiost Gen Banks, ss, woile the
snemy remained oo the ground sfter Satarday’s fizht, Gen.
Baoks retreated forty miles,

The traneport Blaek Hawk suffared considerably when
abgve Alexandria, from the coemy, besides baving several
killad and wounded.

The steamers Rob Roy and Mattie Stephens had arrived
st New Orleans from tha Red river, baving rua the gnont-
let of & large number of guer:illie. The Rob Roy bad
four guns, and fought mon: of the way down  Oue soldier
was killed aud four wounded on the Mattie Stephenas.

The robels are still in the visimty of Ploasant Rdge.
Our army was at Grand Feore, fortifying both sides of the
river. Gen. Banks and Admiral Porter ara both there,
Thore was only five feet of water at Grand Ecors. The
guaboat Eastport was aground thers. All the large boate
were bel'w, but the light draught boats were abova.

The prisoners taken say that K.rby Smith and Sibley
were killed in the recent batilas, ;

The steamer L+ Crosse, from the Red river for New
Orleans, baving stopped at a plastaiion to takas op eotton,
the erew and soldiers got drunk at » distiilary on the placa,
when & compaoy of the Ist Louisions (rebel) cavalry made
# descent on the bost. The passeogers and orew, after
being robbed, were paroled, aud the boat and cotton wera
burned.

e S ——

THE WAR IN THE SOUTHWEST.

8t. Louis, ApriL 26, —Advices from Memphis of the
22d sy that Forraat's eatire foroe were moving towards
Alabama, followed by Grierson. Polk was said to be mareh-
ng North, and Forrest would probably join hm. On the
morning of the 21st Grierson's cavalry came upon snme
of Forrest's troops, near Hunteville, when » sharp fight
ensued. The rebels retreated in the direotion of Jackson,
passing through Lagrange. A number of prisoners, horesa,
mulee, sod wagons were eaptured from them and taken to
Memphis. Grierson has pickod up a few of Forrest's men,
but Forrest keeps his troops well together, and is t-o strong
for a sucqpesful sttack. His handquarters are still at J ack-
son, Tennesses,

Gen. Prioe had evaouated Csmlen, (Ark.) and Gen.
Steele occupied the place.

THE DISASTER IN NORTH CAROLINA.

BALTIMORE, APuil, 25.-~A lotter from Fortress Mone
ros says that Capt. Weatherbee, of the 231 Massachye
antts regiment, just arrived from Rosnoke lsland, reports
that Gen. Wessels surrendered to the enemy at Plymouth
on Wedneaday, after nearly four dags’ hard fighting, Our
loss was one hundred and eighty killed and twenty-five
bundred captured.

There are reports on the street here thia morning, pur-
porting to bave been brought by a “ eclored sutler,” that
the eolored Federal troops at Plymouth (N. ) were mur-
dercd after the surrender of the place by the rebels. There
are no means of verifying this statement, and the rumor in
probably without foundation.

REBEL OFFICIAL ACCOUNT.

The Richmond Sentinel of april 224 saya that the fol-

lowing despatoh has been received by Gen, Bragg :
Prysmouvrn, (N. C) APRiL 20, 1864,

To Gen. Braxton Beagg: I tave stormed and carcied
this plaes, eapturing one brigudior, one thiusand six hone
dred men, stores, and twan'y five piaces of artillary.

R. F. Hoke, Brigadier General,

The Sentinel alao states that a telegram was also re-
oeived by Gen Jefferson Davis from Col. John Taylor
Wood, dated Rooky Mount, 21st inatant, giving fucther
particulars of the eapture of Plymouth by the forces under
(hen. Hoke, with naval co-operation. He aye:

 About twenty-five hundr-4 nrisoners were taken, ( three
or four huodeed of them " oge oa,) thirty pisces of artl-
lery, one hundred thouss: d po ode of meat, ona thousmnd
barrels of flour, and & full g. nen outit. Our loss was
abont three bundred in all. € ). Moree was amoog the
killed. Two gunboats were suik, another disabled, and a
small steamer captured.”

The sewing women of Philadelphia have beld a publie
mesting to protest agninst the starvation prices paid fog

their work,



